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MEETING MINUTES - September 7th   
 

Attended:  Brenda Berry, Robin Donner, Br John 
Mary Kaspari, Anne Keller, Jeannie Kratzer, Janet 
Lukesh, Mary Makowski, Mary Marshall, Eileen 
Moore, Will Moore (during formation), Chuck 
Roach, John Rosensteel, Helen Rush, Steve Smith, 
Debbie Watson. 
Aspirants: Karen Nelson. 
Visitors: Paula Kneeland 
 

Thank you, active members, for notifying a council 
member when you are unable to attend.  

You are in our prayers. 
 

Opening: Steve lead us in opening prayer.  
Brenda shared a thoughtful reflection on Article 9 of 
the Rule. (See page 4.) 
 

The Minutes from the August meeting were 
approved as written.  
 

Financial Report (Robin): 
August Checking Starting Balance:     $623.96 
   August Common fund contributions:       +194.00 
August Checking Ending Balance:              $817.96 
           

Savings Balance:       $467.67 
 

The next Fair Share payment to the Region will be 
about $500 due in January, 2019. 
 

The financial report was approved. 
 

Member news: Brenda shared updates and prayer 
requests from those unable to attend. (See prayer 
requests on page 3.) Brenda and Debbie had a good 
visit with Frank and sang “Happy Birthday” to him, 
as his birthday is this month. 
 

Fraternity of Mary,  
Queen of Peace 

Secular FranciscanOrder 
Newsletter 

 
Initial Formation (Jeannie): Meetings on 4th Friday 
evenings are going well. We will have a welcoming 
ceremony for Andrena and Karen during the October 
meeting. 
 

The Brothers’ report (Br John Mary):  
• The Annual BBQ picnic went well. We greatly 

appreciate all the help with food and clean-up. 
• Blessed Solanus Casey Friary – the painting is done. 

We do not have a move-in date because there are 
some zoning issues with the City that need to be 
resolved. 

• All are invited to Br Dominic Michael’s 25th Silver 
Jubilee celebration on the Feast of Saint Francis, 
Thursday October 4th, beginning with 7:00pm Mass 
at Saint Columba next door and followed by a 
reception at Queen of Peace Friary. 

• Our postulants John and Steven will become novices 
and receive their habits that same day. 

 

Apostolates: 
 

Food Shelf: Need for turkeys and fixings for November; 
canned fruits, canned meats, cereal; diapers sizes 1, 4, 5. 
Homeless ministry: Need for hygiene items (small 
containers) and mens’ white athletic socks. 
 

Nursing Home Ministry: 
The Estates at Lynnhurst 

471 W. Lynnhurst Ave,  St Paul, MN 55104 
Third Wednesdays: September 19th, 6:30pm 

 

Little Sisters of the Poor 
330 Exchange St. South,  St Paul, MN 55102 
Fourth Thursdays: September 27th, 6:30pm 

 

The next BINGO at Lynnhurst: 
Sunday, September 23rd, 1-3pm. 

(Helen, Eileen, Anne, Brenda and Eugene will help.) 
 



 

OFS Newsletter, September 2018  Page 2 

 
Ongoing Formation:  After the Holy Hour and 
refreshments, we broke into 3 groups for inspiring 
discussions of the Sunday readings and the second half of 
chapter 7 of The Perfect Joy of Saint Francis “A Crown 
of Roses and Thorns”. Thank you to Jeannie, Steve and 
Robin for facilitating the groups.  
 

Closing: We returned as one group for intercessory 
prayer. Steve lead us in the prayer of Saint Francis. 
 
 

Other news: The National Fraternity has a new 
website with a series of articles in honor of the 40th 
anniversary of our Pauline Rule: 
https://secularfranciscanusa.org 
 

Community Events:  
DAY OF RECOLLECTION 

Our Lady of Consolation Fraternity 
Sunday, September 16th, 2:00pm to about 6:00pm 

The Franciscan Retreat House 
16385 Saint Francis Lane 

Prior Lake, MN 55372-2220 
952-447-2182 

The Day of Recollection will be led by Fraternity 
member Wendy Parks. She's done extensive 
mission work and will explain how that brought her 
to the OFS. The day concludes with a light meal. 
Bring some food to share if able. Meet at 1:00pm to 
carpool from Queen of Peace Friary. 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 

TRANSITUS OF SAINT FRANCIS 
7:00pm Wednesday, October 3rd, 2018 

St. Bonaventure Catholic Church 
901 E 90th St, Minneapolis, MN  55420 

To carpool, contact Will Moore 612-840-4745 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 

Br Dominic Michael’s Silver Jubilee of 
profession: Feast of Saint Francis, 

Thursday, October 4th 
Mass at 7:00pm at St Columba Church. 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 
Friends of Francis Retreat, October 26-28, 2018 
presented by Fr. Dan Crosby, OFM Cap. 
AMERICA’S NEWEST “BLESSED”: FR. SOLANUS 
CASEY, AND HIS MESSAGE FOR US ALL 
This is at the Franciscan Retreats and Spirituality Center: 
16385 Saint Francis Lane, Prior Lake, MN 55372 
Register at franciscanretreats.net or call (952) 447-2182 
or e-mail: secretary@franciscanretreats.net.  
Cost: $160.00 per person. Pre-registration is required, 
along with a $30.00 registration fee. 
 

 
 
 

Meetings: (located at Queen of Peace Friary) 
 

September Council Meeting: 
Sunday, September 9th, 7:00 – 8:30pm 

 

Initial Formation: 
Friday, September 28th, 7:00 – 9:00pm 

Beginning Group – Ch 4 “Inquiry in the OFS”  
Advanced Group – Ch 9 

“Vatican II – OFS Rule & Constitutions” 
The Franciscan Journey by Lester Bach 

 

Regular Fraternity Meeting  
Friday, October 5th 

Business meeting 6:30pm 
 

Sharing of Rule: Eugene 
 

Franciscan Holy Hour 7:00pm followed by 
refreshments and social time. 

 

Treats by Mike Ross and Jeannie 
 

Ongoing Formation 8:30 – 9:30pm 
Mass Readings for Sunday, October 7th 

Presentation on the History of the Rule of the 
Secular Franciscan Order 

 

October Council Meeting: 
Sunday, October 14th, 7:00 – 9:00pm 

 

All professed members are encouraged to attend 
 

 
 

Brother Conrad Richardson – 9/11 
Jeannie Kratzer – 9/24 
Frank Junghans – 9/30 

 

Our newsletter is published monthly by the 
Fraternity of Mary, Queen of Peace 

Secular Franciscan Order  
c/o Franciscan Brothers of Peace 

Queen of Peace Friary  
1289 Lafond Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55104 

 

Minister: Steve Smith, OFS (612-597-5556) 
Vice Minister: Eugene Krentz, OFS (952-288-8263)   

Formation Director: Jeannie Kratzer, OFS (651-636-8928) 
Secretary: Anne Keller, OFS (651-335-8484) 

Treasurer: Robin Donner, OFS (651-290-7753)  
Councilor: Eileen Moore, OFS (612-721-1198) 

Spiritual Assistant: Brother John Mary Kaspari, fbp (651-675-9286) 
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September Prayer requests:  
Apostolates: 
• For God’s blessings on the apostolates of our 

Fraternity and the Franciscan Brothers of Peace. 
• In thanksgiving for good weather and a successful 

BBQ on August 18th. 
• In thanksgiving for the progress of the renovation 

of the Blessed Solanus Casey Novice Friary. For 
guidance and provision as the Brothers prepare the 
Friary to be ready for the novices. That the zoning 
issues with the city will be resolved.  

• In thanksgiving for a grant enabling 46 Karen 
children to attend St Jerome Catholic School. 

• For peace and blessings on all whom we visit in 
the nursing homes – especially for Patricia. 

• For progress for Majella house for women in need. 
• For the ministry of Grief to Grace for those 

recovering from trauma and abuse. 
 

For Fraternity members’ and the Brothers’ needs: 
• For the needs of all inactive members and for 

those unable to attend the meeting. 
• For increased faith and trust in the Lord. That we 

will all accept God’s will in our lives and grow in 
our Franciscan vocation. 

• For God’s providence for postulants Steve and 
John who will become novices on the Feast of 
Saint Francis, October 4th. 

• In thanksgiving for Perry who is seeking to 
become a postulant with the Brothers. 

• For all those in Initial Formation as they discern 
the Franciscan calling in their lives. 

• For healing and consolation for all those with 
acute or chronic health conditions - including 
Connie, Debbie, Frank, Janet, Janie, Br Joseph, 
Mike Gross, and Norma. 

o For healing for Jeannie who now has a 
stress fracture of her heel. 

o For Eugene as he deals with dizziness. 
o For Mike Bartel as he continues to deal 

with swallowing issues and as he gradually 
returns to work. 

o For Brenda as she deals with asthma. 
 

For all our family members and friends who are dear 
to our heart and in need of our prayers. 
• For Friary resident Alemayehu from Ethiopia. In 

thanksgiving that he finally received asylum. 

• For the soul of Friary resident Marc, who died of 
cancer, and for his family. In thanksgiving that he 
was able to be with his family in his homeland of 
Cameroon in his final weeks. 

• Continued prayers for the soul of Pamela Smith 
and for healing of relationships in Steve and 
Pam’s family as they grieve. 

• For Debbie’s family affected by drought. 
• For Br John Mary’s nephew and new wife. 
• For peace, healing and comfort for all our loved 

ones suffering with illness. 
o For healing and support for Janie’s nephew 

Rick who is hospitalized on suicide watch. 
o For Mary Mak’s nephew and neice and all 

those suffering with mental illness. 
o For Debbie’s brother Dave and for Mark, 

the father of Anne’s daughter-in-law, for 
Mike Gross’ sister and for all those 
suffering with cancer. 

o For Chuck’s mom and for a peaceful death 
for all those in hospice care. 

o For Brenda’s brother, Mike, who is 
hospitalized with heart and kidney failure. 

• For conversion for our families and friends.  
• In thanksgiving for progress for Ross Oden as he 

transitions to Courage Kenny Rehab to learn to 
walk again and hopefully to eat again.  

• In thanksgiving that our Regional Spiritual 
Assistant Kathy Taormina is finally walking again 
after 7 months!  

 

For our country and our world. 
• For the confirmation of Supreme Court nominee - 

Judge Kavanaugh. 
• That all will work together for world peace – 

especially for those in Nicaragua, Venezuela, 
Nigeria, Syria and the Middle East, Korea. 

• For protection for those persecuted for their faith. 
• For all those suffering from natural disasters in our 

country and around the world.  
• For justice for all those who have been victimized 

or traumatized by abuse of authority; that those 
who have done wrong will be held to account. 

• That we will keep our eyes on Jesus during this 
difficult time in our Church; for repentance and 
conversion at all levels of our Church; that the 
Holy Spirit will strengthen us as our Blessed 
Mother cleans house. 
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   OCTOBER 7, 2018 
Twenty-seventh	Sunday	in	Ordinary	Time	
 

Reading	1 	 	 	 GN	2 :18-24  	
 

The LORD God said: "It is not good for the man to be 
alone. I will make a suitable partner for him." 
So the LORD God formed out of the ground 
various wild animals and various birds of the air, 
and he brought them to the man to see what he would 
call them; 
whatever the man called each of them would be its name.  
The man gave names to all the cattle, 
all the birds of the air, and all wild animals; 
but none proved to be the suitable partner for the man. 
 

So the LORD God cast a deep sleep on the man, 
and while he was asleep, he took out one of his ribs and 
closed up its place with flesh. 
The LORD God then built up into a woman the rib 
that he had taken from the man. 
When he brought her to the man, the man said: 
"This one, at last, is bone of my bones 
and flesh of my flesh; this one shall be called 'woman', 
for out of 'her man' this one has been taken." 
That is why a man leaves his father and mother 
and clings to his wife, 
and the two of them become one flesh. 
 
 

Gospel	 	 	 		 MK	10 :2 -16 	
 
The Pharisees approached Jesus and asked, 
     "Is it lawful for a husband to divorce his wife?"  
They were testing him. 
He said to them in reply,  
     "What did Moses command you?"  
They replied, 
     "Moses permitted a husband to write a bill of  
     divorce and dismiss her." 
But Jesus told them, 
     "Because of the hardness of your hearts 
     he wrote you this commandment.  
     But from the beginning of creation,  
          God made them male and female.  
          For this reason a man shall leave his father  
          and mother and be joined to his wife, 
          and the two shall become one flesh. 
     So they are no longer two but one flesh.  
     Therefore what God has joined together, 
     no human being must separate."  
 

In the house the disciples again questioned Jesus 
about this.  
He said to them, 
     "Whoever divorces his wife and marries another 
     commits adultery against her;  
     and if she divorces her husband and marries  
     another, she commits adultery." 
 
And people were bringing children to him that he 
might touch them, but the disciples rebuked them. 
When Jesus saw this he became indignant and said to 
them, 
     "Let the children come to me; do not prevent them, 
     for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.  
     Amen, I say to you, whoever does not accept the  
     kingdom of God like a child will not enter it." 
 
Then he embraced them and blessed them, 
placing his hands on them. 

 

 
Rule Sharing Reflection by Brenda Berry: 
 

Article 9:  “The Virgin Mary, humble servant of the 
Lord, was open to his every word and call. She was 
embraced by Francis with indescribable love and 
declared protectress and advocate of his family. The 
Secular Franciscans should express their ardent love for 
her by imitating her complete self-giving and by praying 
earnestly and confidently.” 
 

On June 19th, 1986, Pope John Paul II addressed the 
Secular Franciscan Orders in these terms:  “Love, study, 
live your rule for the values within it are highly 
evangelical. Live these values in the fraternity and also 
live them in the outside world. Live these evangelical 
values within your families.” 
 

Mary, the Mother of Jesus, is the model of listening to 
the word, and the model of great faithfulness to 
vociation. We, like Francis, see all of the gospel virtues 
in her. The brothers and sisters of the Franciscan Secular 
Fraternities should always cultivate intense love for our 
Blessed Mother. Mary is our model of fruitful and 
faithful love for our entire community. We should all 
strive to live as Francis did, who made Mary the guide of 
his activity.  
 

In Mary, Queen of Peace Fraternity, I love how we all 
come together as a fraternity and with visitors on First 
Fridays to honor our Mother Mary by heartfully praying 
the Seven Crown Franciscan Rosary together. The rosary 
is so powerful – a weapon of protection, as it was with 
Francis and is very much today. 
 
 
 


